












-----------------------------------------------------------
PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the
Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion of the City of Lake Dallas,
Texas, and Lake Dallas City
Council will conduct public
hearings to hear comments on
an application for exemption
to the requirement of 80 per-
cent masonry for exterior sur-
faces on the proposed
commercial structure Swisher
Courts located at 501-504
Swisher Road, City of Lake
Dallas, Denton County, Texas.
The legal description for this
property is Tract 21b and 21c
of the N. French Abstract
A0424a.  Chapter 122, Zon-
ing, of the Code of Ordinances
of the City of Lake Dallas, Sec-
tion 122-334 (b), allows for
application to be made.  The
Public Hearings will be:  Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission
at 7:00 PM on February 18,
2010 and City Council at 7:30
PM on February 25, 2010.
Both meetings will be at the
Lake Dallas City Hall, 212
Main Street, Lake Dallas,
Texas.  The public is invited to
attend these hearings and
make comments.
-----------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC HEARING
The City Council of the City of
Corinth, Texas, will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on Thursday Febru-
ary 18, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Corinth City Hall located at
3300 Corinth Parkway,
Corinth, Texas, to hear public
opinion regarding the follow-
ing:
A request from the applicant,
Jeff Crannell with Crannell,
Crannell and Martin author-
ized representative for the
property owner Orr Motors of
Corinth, Inc to amend the
Planned Development Ordi-
nance #07-02-15-02 to add
“Auto Paint and Body Shop”
as a permitted use on prop-
erty legally described as North
Texas Nissan Addition being
11.385 acres situated in the
L.M. Bates Survey, County Ab-
stract 204 in the City of
Corinth, Denton County, Texas. 
Kim Pence
City Secretary
City of Corinth, Texas
-----------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC HEARING
The City Council of the City of
Corinth, Texas, will hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on Thursday Febru-
ary 11, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Corinth City Hall located at
3300 Corinth Parkway,

Corinth, Texas, to hear public
opinion regarding the follow-
ing:
THE CITY OF CORINTH 2010
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ORDI-
NANCE DRAFT PROVIDING A
BASELINE ANALYSIS; PROVID-
ING A VISION FOR THE CITY;
MOBILITY PLAN; FUTURE
LAND USE PLAN; HOUSING
STRATEGIES; LIVABILITY
STRATEGIES; PROVIDING AN
INFRASTRUCTURE ASSESS-
MENT AND PROVIDING AN IM-
PLEMENTATION PROCESS
AND INCLUDING A LAND USE
MAP; PHYSICAL FEATURES EX-
HIBIT; THOROUGHFARE MAP;
FUTURE LAND USE PLAN MAP
AND PUBLIC FACILITIES MAP.
Kim Pence
City Secretary
City of Corinth, Texas
-----------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------
Ordinance No. 222-2-2010

(Fence Regulations)
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN
OF SHADY SHORES, TEXAS,
ESTABLISHING FENCING RE-
QUIREMENTS; PROVIDING
REGULATIONS FOR FENCING
IN OR NEAR DRAINAGE EASE-
MENTS OR WATERWAYS; RE-
QUIRING PERMITS AND
INSPECTIONS; PROVIDING A
PENALTY OF A FINE NOT TO EX-
CEED $500.00 FOR THE VIO-
LATION OF THIS ORDINANCE;
PROVIDING A SAVINGS
CLAUSE, AN EFFECTIVE DATE,
AND A PENALTY CLAUSE.
PASSED AND APPROVED this
1ST Day of FEBRUARY , 2010.
TOWN OF SHADY SHORES,
TEXAS
Olive Stephens, Mayor
-----------------------------------------------------------
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Garage Sale

------------------------------------------------------------
PLACE YOUR GARAGE SALE
AD TODAY! Just $10 for up to
50 words. Call 497-4141. Free
garage sale signs available for
each garage sale ad.
-----------------------------------------------------------
MOVING SALE - 9 a.m. to ?,
Saturday, February 6, 3600 W.
Shady Shores Road in Corinth.
Furniture, pool table, exercise
equipment, jet ski and more.
------------------------------------------------------------

For Sale

----------------------------------------------------------
CANDY MACHINE. Manual op-
erating. Nine item. $125 or
best offer. Can be seen at Sun
Newspapers, 275 Market
Street, Lake Dallas.
-----------------------------------------------------------
ONE ACRE - DOWNTOWN
LAKE DALLAS. Gotcher Street.
Close to Main Street, the Den-
ton County Transportation A-
Train, I-35E. Zoned residential
but can easily be rezoned
commercial. Several large
trees. $325K. 940-497-6397
ext. 118.
-----------------------------------------------------------

SUBSCRIBE
(940) 321-2122

The Lake Cities Sun
-----------------------------------------------------------

Business Services

-----------------------------------------------------------
Business cards, letterhead,
envelopes, banners, flyers,
brochures. Best service, best
quality. LAKE CITIES PRINT-
ING. Since 1986. 209 Main
Street in Lake Dallas. 940-49-
PRINT.
-----------------------------------------------------------

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
LAKE CITIES SUN



The loss and fragmentation

of Texas’ farms, ranches and

forests is part of a continued

trend that highlights the im-

portance of rural lands in

maintaining the state’s natural

resources and economic base,

according to a newly released

study.

The study shows that lands

classified as farms, ranches

and forests declined in 156 of

Texas’s 254 counties between

1997 and 2006. In all, there

was a loss of 2.1 million acres

of agricultural lands since

1997, the report notes.

“When you talk about the

infrastructure of the economy

and life in Texas, land is it,’”

said Dr. Neal Wilkins, one of

the study’s authors and direc-

tor of the Texas A&M Insti-

tute of Renewable Natural

Resources.

The study, commissioned

by American Farmland Trust,

indicated that about 50 per-

cent of the land converted

from agriculture to other uses

was concentrated in the state’s

50 highest-growth counties.

These counties lost 1,084,566

acres while increasing in pop-

ulation by 4,017,765 resi-

dents.

“In some regions, includ-

ing South Texas and the Ed-

wards Plateau, our state’s

rural lands continue to be di-

vided into smaller acreages,

and this may have conse-

quences for future profitabil-

ity” Wilkins said. “According

to the data, only 50 percent of

farms and ranches below 500

acres showed a net profit dur-

ing 2007. In addition, these

fragmented ownerships are

more likely to be converted to

non-native pastures and be-

come a challenge for manag-

ing wildlife and other natural

resources.”

While the report showed

an increase of about 1,900

new farms and ranches in

Texas, he noted, the average

size dropped to 527 acres in

2007 from 585 acres 10 years

earlier.

“Where traditional agricul-

ture has declined in profitabil-

ity, landowners have faced a

hard decision of having to sell

parcels of land,” Wilkins ex-

plained. “When that happens,

the open land becomes frag-

mented, and the consequence

is the loss of rural lands to

support our natural re-

sources.”

American Farmland

Trust’s Texas advisor, Blair

Fitzsimmons, agreed.

“Agricultural lands pro-

vide significant public bene-

fits such as clean, abundant

water, carbon sequestration

and clean air,” she said. “This

study is a wake-up call that

those public benefits are dis-

appearing.”
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Security concerns bal-

looned on Jan. 21, after a man

fired pistol shots outside the

south entrance of the state

Capitol building. Fausto Car-

denas, the shooter, was

quickly apprehended by au-

thorities and no one was in-

jured in the incident.

On Jan. 28, leaders met to

discuss how Capitol security

might be improved. Check-

points and surveillance cam-

eras were mentioned, but

officials with the Texas De-

partment of Public Safety,

Gov. Rick Perry, Lt. Gov.

David Dewhurst, House

Speaker Joe Straus and others

did not give deeper details

after their closed-door meet-

ing.

Visitors, employees, law-

makers and other public offi-

cials have enjoyed minimal

scrutiny in their Capitol com-

ings and goings, but the time

for more stringent measures

may have come.

The Texas Department of

Public Safety has a force of

trained officers stationed at

the Capitol and the nearby

Governor’s Mansion. Still

fresh in mind is the June 8,

2008, fire ruled as arson, that

destroyed much of the man-

sion, prompting worries about

security. 

Tax relief program

to benefit many

In 2009, more than 2.3 mil-

lion Texans claimed the

Earned Income Tax Credit

and received more than $5.3

billion in EITC refunds, State

Comptroller Susan Combs

said Jan. 29. 

“That’s an average of

$2,313 per qualifying house-

hold, bringing financial relief

to families and a boost to the

Texas economy,” the Comp-

troller said.

This year, more Texas fam-

ilies will be able to take ad-

vantage of the Earned Income

Tax Credit because of the

slow economy, Combs said.

EITC refunds are based on

family size and income. Fam-

ilies with three or more chil-

dren and less than $48,279 in

earned income during 2009

may qualify for a tax credit up

to $5,657. 

Families with two children

and an earned income less

than $45,295 can claim a tax

credit up to $5,028. 

Families with one child

earning less than $40,463

may qualify for a tax credit up

to $3,043. For a childless

family earning less than

$18,440, a credit up to $457 is

available.

Call the Internal Revenue

Service at 800-829-1040 for

details.

Unemployment 

rate increases

Texas’ seasonally adjusted

unemployment rate rose to

8.3 percent in December, up

from 8 percent a month ago,

the Texas Workforce Com-

mission reported Jan. 21. The

U.S. seasonally adjusted un-

employment rate for Decem-

ber was 10 percent.

In other labor news, on

Jan. 25, Tom Pauken, Texas

Workforce Commission chief,

released new federal labor

statistics showing Texas cre-

ated more private sector jobs

than any other state in the na-

tion over the last 10 years and

has the lowest unemployment

rate among the 10 largest

states in the nation.

Current Employment Sta-

tistics for December 2009

show Texas created 724,300

more net private sector jobs as

compared to December 1999,

the largest private sector job

gain nationwide over the last

decade.

Debates slated 

for guv candidates

Incumbent Gov. Perry,

U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchi-

son and Debra Medina of

Wharton County, all Republi-

can candidates for governor,

have debated twice before a

large broadcast audience, first

on Jan. 14 and again on Jan.

29.

The second and final de-

bate for the Republicans was

staged at WFAA-TV, a Dallas

station owned by Belo Corp.

Reporters peppered the three

candidates with questions on

jobs, taxes, health care and

transportation. 

Now it’s the Democratic

candidates’ turn. Former

Houston Mayor Bill White

and hair products millionaire

Farouk Shami of Houston

will square off in their own

debate to be broadcast live on

Feb. 8. 

Former Commerce 

chief dies

Gov. Perry directed Texas

flags to be flown at half-staff

at state buildings on Jan. 27 in

memory of Texas business-

man Robert Mosbacher Sr.,

U.S. Commerce Secretary

from 1989 to 1992.

Mosbacher, 82, died of

pancreatic cancer on Jan. 24

at the University of Texas

M.D. Anderson Cancer Cen-

ter in his hometown of Hous-

ton.

Magazine rates 

Texas near top

Forbes magazine, in a spe-

cial “Global Debt Crisis” re-

port published Jan. 20, ranked

Texas as having one of the

lowest debt burdens in the

country compared to the other

49 states.

Texas ranked fourth over-

all behind Utah, New Hamp-

shire and Nebraska.

Conversely, California, Con-

necticut, New York and Illi-

nois ranked 47th through

50th, respectively.

Early voting 

to begin Feb. 16

Feb. 1 was the last day to

register to vote in 2010 pri-

mary elections on Tuesday,

March 2. The first day of early

voting is Feb. 16 and the last

Top officials mum about possible
security improvements at Capitol

Texas has more farms,
fewer acres, study says




