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The Mean Green 8- year-old girls basketball team placed first at the Lake Cities Youth Basketball
Tournament held Saturday. Pictured are, front row, Ansley Friday, Lauren Shepard, Zoe Zablosky
and Kelsey Simmons. Back row are, Coach Kevin Zablosky, Chelci Foy, Sydney Linquist, Hannah
Perry, Lauren Metcalf, Rylee Kleam and Coach Rob Kleam.

Military News
Army Pvt. Edmond L.

Hale has graduated from basic

infantry training at Fort Ben-

ning, Columbus, Ga.

During the nine weeks of

training, the soldier received

training in drill and cere-

monies, weapons, map read-

ing, tactics, military courtesy,

military justice, physical fit-

ness, first aid and Army his-

tory, core values and

traditions.  Additional training

included development of

basic combat skills and battle-

field operations and tactics,

and experiencing use of vari-

ous weapons and weapons de-

fenses available to the

infantry crewman.

He is the son of Barbara

Nwokoro of Corinth.

Hale is a 2007 graduate of

Lewisville High School.

Zachary Simpson, a 16-

year-old Boys and Girls Club

of Denton County member,

represented the Club at the

Youth of the Year program

Feb. 19 and 20 at the Hilton

Hotel in Arlington.    

"The Youth of the Year

program, which has been na-

tionally sponsored by the

Reader's Digest Foundation

since 1947, recognizes out-

standing contributions to a

member's family, school,

community and Boys & Girls

Club; academic excellence;

and personal challenges and

obstacles overcome," said

Babs Troutman, president and

chief professional officer of

the Denton County Boys and

Girls Club.

At the Friday portion of the

event, candidates had to de-

liver a three-minute speech

about what the club meant to

them. On the Saturday portion

of the event, the candidates

were interviewed by the

judges in topics such as what

the club has done for them, in-

terests at the club, what he or

she wants as a career in the

future and also how he or she

is a role model to other Boys

and Girls Club members.

They also had to deliver their

speech again. Simpson com-

peted against seven other can-

didates from other Boys and

Girls Clubs from Arlington,

Fort Worth, Greater Dallas,

Cook County, Collin County

and others. 

In addition to being hon-

ored at the dinner, Simpson

received a Youth of the Year

jacket and a gold medal.

BGC awards Simpson

Zachary Simpson

Tom Weber
of Hickory
Creek was

the winner of
the Lake

Dallas Mardi
Gras craw-
fish eating

contest.

The Benjamin Lyon Chap-

ter Daughters of the American

Revolution in Denton an-

nounced the recipients of the

DAR Good Citizenship

awards for 2009/2010. The re-

cipients include Caroline

Anne Luft, Michael Samek

and Pierce Daniel Thurmond. 

This national award is pre-

sented to students who fulfill

the qualities of honor, service,

courage, leadership and patri-

otism.   

Luft is a sixth grader who

is involved in many projects

in her community, church and

school. She has been a mem-

ber of the Girl Scouts of

America and has collected

can goods for needy families

and toys for children with be-

havioral problems. Luft is the

daughter of  Ellen Hayden

and Jack Luft and the grand-

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe

Hayden of Corinth. 

Samek is a member of the

Boy Scouts of America. He

earned his Eagle Scout Award

in 2009. Samek is a youth

leader in his church. He is a

member of the Children of the

American Revolution, and he

is a winner of the DAR Amer-

ican History Essay Contest.

He is the son of Gary and

Ellen Samek of Corinth and

the grandson of Joe and

Wanda Samek of Denton.  

Thurmond is an active

member of the Boy Scouts of

America, member of the Na-

tional Society of the Children

of the American Revolution,

honor student and talented

and gifted (TAG) student.

Thurmond sings in his church

youth choir and plays soccer

and baseball for the YMCA.

He is the son Suzanne Thur-

mond and the grandson of Mr.

and Mrs. William Hafer of

Denton.
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